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Preface by the editor

It is a great chance and a real honour for ‘Neptunea’, the periodical of the Belgian Society for
Conchology Section Coast, to publish this comprehensive list of references. We like to thank the staff
of the Flanders Marine Institute (VLIZ), especially Jan Haspeslagh, librarian, and Dr. Jan Mees,
director, for supporting and creating this project.

Unlike in comparable editions we have taken the opportunity to illustrate the text with some book
covers and especially with a lot of shell photography, taken from our extensive European shell
collection. We thought this would make searching for specific shells much easier. To preserve the
readability of the text not all described molluscs have been illustrated. Each arrow refers to an
appropriate figure linked to that reference ( — ).

We hope that this work will reach not only museums and university libraries but also students and
amateur conchologists, who could be encouraged to consult the VLIZ website. This may lead to a
growing community of people interested in the world of Mollusca.

From now on, ‘Neptunea’ will appear as a periodical four times a year mainly or completely in English.
As many people in other countries show interest in our articles treating on European and West African
shells or deep-water molluscs from the Mozambique Channel we can no longer limit ‘Neptunea’ only
to local shell collectors and the use of Dutch as the primary language.

On the inside back-cover, one will find a list of all articles already published. Efforts are undertaken to
translate most of them into English and each edition is separately obtainable.

Frank Nolf

Responsible editor
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Introduction

Belgium is one of the North Sea states, but only 67 km of its total borderline of 1,385 km is coastal, a
mere 4.7 %! Most of this stretch is composed of sandy beaches with few artificial hard substrates, a
seemingly monotonous ecological environment suffering from a very high economic and recreational
pressure. The Belgian Continental Shelf is relatively small (2,017 km?) and the main part of this area is
formed by the Vlaamse Banken, a homogeneous sandbank system, with an equally homogeneous
ecosystem. Although marine Belgium seems to be small, it still accommodates a quite diverse
molluscan fauna. The Taxonomic Information System for the Belgian coastal area (TISBE)l lists 302
different molluscan species/subspecies. This figure is based on data from key publications dealing
with the distribution of marine species on the Belgian Continental Shelf and adjacent areas, a.o.
Backeljau (1986)° listing 136 species.

Despite this species richness, it is surprising to see the sometimes very low scientific interest in our
local marine molluscan fauna, especially in recent years. As a consequence, publications dealing with
this fauna have not been thoroughly tracked and documented in bibliographies or databases (apart
from a few important attempts3). As part of a larger bibliographic effort undertaken by the VLIZ-library
(compilation of the Belgian Marine Bibliography BMB, first volume to be published in 2005-2006), we
used this ‘molluscan gap’ in the bibliographic record, as a test-case for our working procedures, at the
same time producing a much needed information tool for malacologists, conchologists, ecologists and
amateur shell-collectors. A lot of literature we found is written in other languages than English (mostly
Dutch and French). As an incentive to an international audience, translations are added to all non-
English references in this publication.

Within the mentioned geographical area (Belgian coast and Belgian Continental Shelf") the forelaying
bibliography will contain:

o The publications dealing with the occurrence through time of recent marine Mollusca,
including the brackish-water areas connected to the marine environment, notably the Spuikom
Oostende, the Zwin estuary, the ljzer estuary, the Belgian parts of the Westerschelde estuary.

o The publications dealing with broader topics but including substantial data on the first topic
(e.g. sampling reports of biota on the Belgian Continental Shelf, with a list of identified mollusc
species; sediment studies; fishery stock assessments; etc.).

o The publications dealing with other aspects of mollusc-related research, largely based on
records of mollusc species in the Belgian marine area (e.g. invasive species studies; philology
of vernacular shell names, etc.).

o The publications listing the above publications or commenting on it (bibliographies, book
reviews, etc.).

A first screening of available literature showed that the major part is grey literature with only a few
peer-reviewed publications. For instance, the two most serious efforts of the past century to list the
Belgian marine mollusc diversity are Vonck (1933)° and the already mentioned Backeljau (1986).

! See the TISBE database: http://www.vliz.be/vmdcdata/tisbe/index.htm

2 See: Backeljau, T. (1986). Lijst van de recente mariene mollusken van Belgié. [List of the recent marine
molluscs of Belgium]. Koninklijk Belgisch Instituut voor Natuurwetenschappen: Brussels, Belgium. 106 pp.

® These are:

Dumoulin, E. (1985). Literatuur over de Belgische mariene weekdieren. [Literature on Belgian marine molluscs].
De Strandvlo 5(2): 26-31.

Dumoulin, E.; Kerckhof, F. (1987). Literatuur over de Belgische mariene (en brakwater) weekdieren, 2.
[Literature on Belgian marine (and brackish-water) molluscs, 2]. De Strandvlo 7(1): 18-28.

* We use the definition of this area, as described in: Maes, F.; Cliquet, A.; Seys, J.; Meire, P.; Offringa, H.
(2000). Limited atlas of the Belgian part of the North Sea. Federal Office for Scientific, Technical and Cultural
Affairs: Brussel, Belgium. 31 pp.

® Vonck, E. (1933). Les mollusques de Belgique: marins, fluviatiles, terrestres. [The molluscs of Belgium: marine,
freshwater and terrestrial]. Les Naturalistes Belges: Bruxelles, Belgium. 134 pp.
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We felt it important to keep track of all published data on Mollusca, recorded for the Belgian marine
area, regardless of their source. Hence, an important part of the bibliography consists of theses,
reports, articles by conchologists and shell collectors, and distribution records published by
(sometimes non-scientific but) dedicated field naturalists. The detailed resolution of distribution- and
ecology data, offered in these publications, can be of extreme importance, especially if combined with
additional data sets.

As this is a comprehensive bibliography, we have also included any other publication containing — in
part — substantial information on the occurrence (historically or recent) of molluscan species in the
Belgian marine area. This explains the presence of some references on e.g. oyster culture, shellfish
toxins, beach excursions, meeting reports, etc.

Finally, we have included those references discussing problems of classification, identification and
naming of molluscan species found in the Belgian marine area. The few published identification guides
for Belgian shells evidently belong to this group.

As a consequence of the bibliography outline, the more general guides and monographs dealing with
Mollusca in European seas will not be found here. Exceptions have been made for those publications
containing documented information on Belgian distribution records for a specific species. This
excludes general statements such as “Found on beaches in France, Belgium and the Netherlands”,
but it includes literature stating, for instance, “Found at De Panne, Belgium” with cross-reference to
the original publication where the record is mentioned.

When treating Belgian topics in an historical context, a few problems arise on the definition of ‘Belgian’
related to the historical time-scale. As Belgium has gained independence only in 1830, one would be
tempted to list all literature published since then. But already in 1772 the Empress of Austria, Maria
Theresia, founded the Académie impériale et royale des Sciences et Belles-lettres de Bruxelles to
centralise all scientific activity in the Austrian Low Countries. The subsequent historical events in this
region (Napoleontic France, and later The Netherlands, ruling the Belgian territory) caused numerous
name and nationality changes for this institute. However, its mission (organised substantial scientific
activity) remained largely unchanged. This was the first real ‘national’ scientific body in the region that
later would become the Kingdom of Belgium. From the early days on members of the Académie
explored our ‘Belgian’ coastal region and its fauna. This explains the chosen timeframe for this
bibliography. The references published in 1777 reflect the first non-trivial, officially published records
of mollusc taxa for the Belgian region. We have not found any mollusc-related publication issued by a
Belgian university before that date.

A final geographical clarification is needed. Some titles are mainly dealing with the Westerschelde
estuary. Although this area is completely Dutch territory, these publications are included as they also
contain mollusc records for Belgian localities (e.g. the Gent-Terneuzen channel, the Doel-Zandvliet
area, the Antwerp harbour area).

The original motivation for this work was to present an updated comprehensive bibliography of Belgian
marine Mollusca. As this cannot be a goal in itself, we therefore hope that our work will be used as a
source for documentation and data supporting any kind of initiative to substantially review the Belgian
marine Mollusca.

All publications listed in this work are available for consultation at the library of the Flanders Marine
Institute (VLIZ) and at the library of the Royal Belgian Institute of Natural Sciences (KBIN).

Mistakes and typing errors in the original publications are repeated here as such in the references,
following international bibliographic guidelines. The authors highly appreciate comments, additions
and corrections that will enhance the content and use of this bibliography.

Jan Haspeslagh
librarian VLIZ

Flanders Marine Institute
Vismijn

Pakhuizen 45-52
B-8400 Oostende
jan.haspeslagh@vliz.be
http://www.vliz.be
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Anon. (1947) Het oesterbedrijf te Nieuwpoort. [Oyster culture at Nieuwpoort]. Ons Land 29: 12-13.
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Anon. (1969) Een minislakje op het strand van De Panne: Skeneopsis pellucida Monterosato. [A
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Anon. (1973) Eerste kennismaking met het strand. [First introduction to the beach]. VVV Koksijde:
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(Lamarck, 1819): Portuguese oyster]. Gloria Maris 20(9): 202.

Anon. (1980) Donax vittatus (Da Costa, 1778): Zaagje of Dunschaaltje. [Donax vittatus (Da Costa,
1778): Striated wedge shell]. Gloria Maris 19(5): 108.

Anon. (1980) Ensis siliqua L., 1758: Tafelmesheft. [Ensis siliqua L., 1758: Razor shell]. Gloria Maris
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Anon. (1980) Hydrobia ulvae (Pennant, 1777):
Brakwaterhorentje. [Hydrobia ulvae (Pennant, 1777): Laver
spire shell]. Gloria Maris 20(9): 201. —>
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—
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—
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—

Anon. (1981) Mactra corallina cinerea (Montagu, 1803): Grote strandschelp. [Mactra corallina cinera
(Montagu, 1803): Rayed Trough-shell]. Gloria Maris 20(8): 196.
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—_—
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—_—
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